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ON HEREDITARILY JUST INFINITE PROFINITE GROUPS
WITH COMPLETE HAUSDORFF DIMENSION SPECTRUM
YIFTACH BARNEA AND MATTEO VANNACCI
Abstract. We prove that the inverse limit of certain iterated wreath products
in product action have complete Hausdorff dimension spectrum with respect
to their unique maximal filtration of open normal subgroups. Moreover we can
produce explicitly subgroups with a specified Hausdorff dimension.
1. Introduction and results
1.1. Introduction. The study of Hausdorff dimension in profinite groups was ini-
tiated by Abercrombie [Ab] and it has received considerable attention in recent
times. For instance, the set of possible Hausdorff dimensions of closed subgroups,
the Hausdorff dimension spectrum, has been widely studied in pro-p groups (see
Section 2.1 for the definition). For example, it is proved in [BS, Theorem 1.1]
that a p-adic analytic pro-p group has finite Hausdorff dimension spectrum, con-
sisting only of rational numbers, with respect to its p-power filtration. One of the
main open questions about Hausdorff dimension asks whether the converse of [BS,
Theorem 1.1] holds. This has been recently confirmed for solvable pro-p groups
[KTZ].
Another natural question is: which groups have complete spectrum ([BS, Prob-
lem 5])? Some examples are (tFp[[t[],+) and (1 + tFp[[t[], ·) with respect to their
t-power filtrations, see [BS, Lemma 4.1] and [BS, Lemma 4.2], but these are not
finitely generated. In fact, it is not even known whether the Hausdorff dimension
spectrum of a finitely generated free pro-p group is complete (see [Sh, Theorem 4.10]
and [BS, Problem 4]).
One of the very few families of examples of profinite groups with complete spec-
trum is given by automorphism groups of rooted trees with respect to the filtration
of the level-stabilisers. In [AV, Theorem 2] the authors prove that the Hausdorff
dimension spectrum of the full automorphism group of a rooted tree is complete,
nevertheless the proof relies on probabilistic methods and does not give explicit sub-
groups with a fixed Hausdorff dimension. Later various authors eventually found
explicitly subgroups of automorphisms groups of rooted trees with interesting prop-
erties (see [Su] and [Si]). On the other hand, in the special class of profinite branch
groups it is possible to construct explicitly subgroups of each given dimension as
observed by Klopsch and Ro¨ver [Kl, Chapter 8] and their construction is similar in
spirit to the proof of our Theorem A below.
Observe that the automorphism group of a rooted tree can be seen as an infinitely
iterated permutational wreath product. The goal of this work is to generalize [AV,
Theorem 2] to infinitely iterated wreath products in product action. These groups
arise as follows; see Section 2.2 for a more detailed description. Let S = (Sk)k∈N,
with Sk ≤ Sym(Ωk), be a sequence of finite transitive permutation groups. The
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inverse limit
W pa(S) = lim
←−
W pan
of the inverse system W pa1 ևW
pa
2 և . . . of finite iterated wreath products
W pan = Sn ≀© (Sn−1 ≀© (· · · ≀©S0)) ≤ Sym(Ω˜n) for Ω˜n = Ω
(
Ω
(
. .
.
Ω1
)
n−1
)
n .
is called the infinitely iterated wreath product of type S w.r.t. product actions.
By [Re, Theorem 6.2] and [Va15], every infinitely iterated wreath product w.r.t.
product actionsW pa(S), based on a sequence S of finite non-abelian simple permu-
tation groups, is a finitely generated hereditarily just infinite profinite group that
is not virtually pro-p for any prime p. In [Wi, Va15, Va16, KV] some embedding,
generation and presentation properties of such groups have been established, but
many of their features are not yet fully understood.
1.2. Results. The main result of this paper is that certain infinitely iterated
wreath products in product action have complete Hausdorff dimension spectrum
with respect to their unique maximal descending chain of open normal subgroups.
We start with some notation, let S = (Sk ≤ Sym(Ωk))k∈N be a sequence of finite
permutation groups. We say that S is good if there exists a constant A > 0 and a
natural number M0 such that |Sk| ≤ |Sk+1|
A for all k ≥M0.
Theorem A. Let S = (Sk ≤ Sym(Ωk))k∈N be a good sequence of finite transitive
permutation groups and let G be the infinitely iterated wreath product in product
action of type S. Set Nk = ker(G → S˜k) for k ∈ N and G = {Nk}k∈N. Then, for
every α ∈ [0, 1] there is a closed subgroup Hα of G such that dimH,G(H
α) = α. In
particular SpecH,G(G) = [0, 1].
Remark. (1) We do not know if Theorem A still holds for non-good sequences.
(2) We would like to point out that in the proof of the Theorem A we explicitly
construct the subgroup Hα of the given Hausdorff dimension. In fact, our
arguments are purely combinatorial.
(3) In general, the Hausdorff dimension of a profinite group might depend on
the chosen filtration. On the other hand, it is easy to see that the filtration G
considered above is the unique maximal filtration of open normal subgroups
of G.
(4) We also point out that, in general, the closed subgroups constructed in
Theorem A are not finitely generated.
As already mentioned, infinitely iterated wreath products in product action as-
sociated to sequences of finite non-abelian transitive permutation groups are hered-
itarily just infinite. So we readily obtain the following Corollary.
Corollary B. There are hereditarily just infinite profinite groups with complete
Hausdorff dimension spectrum.
2. Preliminaries
2.1. Hausdorff dimension of profinite groups. Let G be a profinite group. A
filtration of G is a chain (Gi)i∈N of open subgroups Gi of G such that
⋂
i∈NGi = 1.
Definition 1. Let G be a countably based profinite group and let H be a closed
subgroup of G. Fix a filtration G = (Gn)n∈N of open normal subgroups Gn of G.
The Hausdorff dimension of H (with respect to G) is the real number
dimH,G(H) = lim inf
n→∞
log |HGn : Gn|
log |G : Gn|
.
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In [BS] it is proved that the previous definition coincides with the usual definition
of Hausdorff dimension of a profinite group seen as a metric space with the metric
induced by the filtration G. See [BS] for more details on Hausdorff dimension of
pro-p groups.
Definition 2. Let G, H and G be as above. The spectrum of G (with respect to
G) is the set
SpecH,G(G) = {dimH,G(H) | H ≤c G}
It is clear that {0, 1} ⊆ SpecH,G(G) ⊆ [0, 1]. We will say that a profinite group
G has complete spectrum (with respect to G) if SpecH,G(G) = [0, 1].
2.2. Infinitely iterated iterated wreath products in product action. This
section is devoted to the definition of the family of hereditarily just infinite groups
introduced in [Va16]. All the actions considered will be right actions. A permutation
group is a subgroup of the symmetric group Sym(Ω) on some set Ω. For two per-
mutation groups A ≤ Sym(Ω) and B ≤ Sym(Λ), we denote by A ≀©B ≤ Sym(Ω|Λ|)
the wreath product of A by B with respect to the product action.1
Definition 3. Let S = (Sk)k∈N be a sequence of finite permutation groups Sk ≤
Sym(Ωk). Define inductively Ω˜1 = Ω1 and Ω˜n+1 = Ω
|Ω˜n|
n+1 for n ≥ 1. The nth
iterated wreath product W pan ≤ Sym(Ω˜n) of type Sn = (S1, . . . , Sn) with respect to
product actions is given by
W pa1 =W
pa(S1) = S1 ≤ Sym(Ω˜1),
W pan+1 =W
pa(Sn+1) = Sn+1 ≀©W
pa
n ≤ Sym(Ω˜n+1) for n ≥ 1.
The infinitely iterated wreath product of type S with respect to product actions is the
inverse limit W pa(S) = lim
←−
W pan of the natural inverse system W
pa
1 ևW
pa
2 և . . ..
A profinite group G is said to be just infinite if it is infinite and every non-
trivial closed normal subgroup is open. By [Gr, Theorem 3], a just infinite profinite
group is either a branch group or it is virtually a direct power of a hereditarily just
infinite profinite group. A just infinite group G is hereditarily just infinite if every
open subgroup of G is just infinite. While branch groups received a considerable
amount of attention in the past, comparatively little is known about hereditarily
just infinite groups. In particular, the only known examples of non-(virtually pro-
p) hereditarily just infinite groups are the groups defined above and the family of
examples described in [Lu]. Both these families of examples are obtained via inverse
limits of iterated wreath products.
3. Notation and some lemmata
We start this section by fixing some notation.
Notation 1. For a number x ∈ R we will write
⌊x⌋ = max {n ∈ Z | n ≤ x} and {x} = x− ⌊x⌋.
for the integer part and the fractional part of x, respectively.
Notation 2. Let T be a group, n ∈ N and 1 ≤ i ≤ n be an index. We will write
Ti = {(t1, . . . , tn) ∈ T
n | tj = e for j 6= i} ≤ T
n,
that is the i-th coordinate subgroup of T n.
1The product action of the wreath product can also be defined on functions ΩΛ, but identifying
a function f : Λ = {λ1, . . . , λn} → Ω with the |Λ|-tuple (f(λ1), . . . , f(λn)) gives an equivalence of
permutation groups.
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Before the proof of Theorem A we give a few ancillary lemmas. The following
lemma is straightforward.
Lemma 1. Let G ≤ Sym(Ω) be a permutation group and set S be a subset of Ω.
Then S is G-invariant if and only if the complement of S in Ω is G-invariant.
The next lemmas are of analytical flavour.
Lemma 2. Let (mk)k∈N be a sequence of positive integers with mk ≥ 2 for every
k. Let m˜1 = m1 and m˜k+1 = m
m˜k
k+1 for k ≥ 1. Then
(1) for every n ∈ N, m˜n ≥ n. In particular, limn→∞ m˜n =∞;
(2) lim
n→∞
m˜n−1/m˜n = 0;
(3) for every positive constant C there exists M = M(C) ∈ N such that
Cm˜n−1 ≤ m˜n for every n ≥M .
Proof. (1) By induction on n. We have m1 ≥ 2 ≥ 1. Suppose m˜n−1 ≥ n − 1
for n ≥ 2, then m
m˜n−1
n ≥ 2m˜n−1 ≥ 2n−1 ≥ n.
(2) Let x = m˜n−1, then 0 ≤ x/m
x
n ≤ x/2
x for every n ∈ N. Passing to the
limits we obtain the claim.
(3) Clear from the above. 
The previous lemma describes the very fast growth of the function k 7→ m˜k. The
next lemma is a standard result and it can be found in any basic text of Calculus.
Lemma 3. Let (an)n∈N and (bn)n∈N two bounded real sequences. Suppose that
(an)n∈N converges to 0, then
lim
n→∞
anbn = 0.
4. Proof of Theorem A
Set Nk = ker(G → S˜k) for k ∈ N, then G = (Nk)k∈N be the unique maximal
descending chain of open normal subgroups of G. Set dimH = dimH,G . Clearly,
dimH({1}) = 0 and dimH(G) = 1. To prove the theorem it will be sufficient to
build subgroups Hαn of W
pa
n , for n ∈ N, such that H
α
n+1 projects onto H
α
n and
(1) lim
n→∞
log |Hαn |
log |G : Nn|
= α
for every α ∈ (0, 1).
For ease of notation, set mk = |Ωk|, m˜0 = 1 and m˜k = |Ω˜k|. Observe that the
equality m˜k+1 = m
m˜k
k+1 holds for every k ≥ 1.
Fix α ∈ (0, 1). We are going to define subgroups Hαn “layer by layer”, i.e.,
we will define subgroups Kαj ≤ S
m˜j−1
j , for j = 2, . . . , n, and then we will set
Hαn =
∏n
j=2K
α
j . Remembering Notation 2, define c1 = m1, o1 = 1 and
Kα2 =
⌊α·m1⌋∏
i=1
(S2)i ≤W
pa
2 ≤ Sym(Ω˜2).
By the definition of the product action, it is clear thatKα2 has c2 = m
m1−⌊α·c1⌋·o1
2 =
m
m1−⌊α·m1⌋
2 orbits on Ω˜2 and each orbit of K
α
2 has the same cardinality o2 =
m
⌊α·c1⌋·o1
2 .
Let n ≥ 2 and assume that we defined subgroups Kαj of S
m˜j−1
j , for j = 2, . . . , n,
such that:
(a) Kαj has exactly cj orbits {Oj(1), . . . , Oj(cj)} for its action on Ω˜j and each
orbit has cardinality oj ;
(b) m˜j = cj · oj and
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(c) the subset On =
⌊α·cn⌋⋃
i=1
On(i) ⊂ Ω˜n is K
α
j -invariant.
Define a new subgroup Kαn+1 of S
m˜n
n+1 by
Kαn+1 =
∏
i∈On
(Sn+1)i ≤W
pa
n+1 ≤ Sym(Ω˜n+1),
By definition of product action, the number of orbits of Kαn+1 on Ω˜n+1 corresponds
to the number of possible choices for the coordinates of Ωm˜nn+1 that are not moved
by Kαn+1, that is (mn+1)
m˜n−⌊α·cn⌋·on . Furthermore, the size of an orbit of Kαn+1 on
Ω˜n+1 will simply be
on+1 =
m˜n+1
(mn+1)m˜n−⌊α·cn⌋·on
= (mn+1)
⌊α·cn⌋·on .
Therefore Kαn+1 satisfies properties (a) and (b), we will prove that K
α
n+1 and On+1
also satisfy property (c). It is clear that On+1 is K
α
n+1-invariant. Set C = Ω˜n \On.
By definition of Kαn+1, for any orbit O of K
α
n+1 on Ω˜n+1 and for any c ∈ C there
exist fc ∈ Ωn+1 such that
O =
{
(x1, . . . , xm˜n) ∈ Ω˜n+1 | xc = fc for c ∈ C
}
.
It follows that there is a bijection between orbits ofKαn+1 on Ω˜n+1 and the set Ω
C
n+1.
By Lemma 1, property (c) yields that C is Kαj -invariant for every j = 2, . . . , n− 1
and this implies that On+1 is K
α
j -invariant. Therefore, K
α
n+1 satisfies (c).
Set Hα2 = K
α
2 and H
α
n+1 = H
α
n · K
α
n+1 for n ≥ 2. By property (c), it follows
readily that Hαn is a subgroup of W
pa
n . Also, by construction, H
α
n+1 projects onto
Hαn . Set H
α = lim
←−
Hαn .
The closed subgroup Hα of G is our candidate to have Hausdorff dimension α
in G (with respect to G). In the rest of the proof we will prove that this is indeed
the case. An algebraic manipulation yields that
log |Hαn | = log
(
n∏
k=2
|Sk|
⌊α·ck−1⌋·ok−1
)
=
n∑
k=2
⌊α · ck−1⌋ · ok−1 log |Sk|
and, defining m˜0 = 1,
log |G : Nn| = log
(
n∏
k=1
|Sk|
m˜k−1
)
=
n∑
k=1
m˜k−1 log |Sk|.
We have to carefully study the asymptotics of the previous sequences. First we
determine the asymptotic behaviour of the sequence (⌊αcn⌋ on/m˜n)n≥1. Observe
that
⌊α · cn⌋ · on
m˜n
=
α · cn · on − {α · cn} · on
m˜n
= α−
{α · cn} · on
m˜n
and, by definition of cn and Lemma 2, cn ≥ m˜
(1−α)
n ≥ n(1−α) which tends to infinity
as n does. Moreover, remember that on/m˜n = 1/cn. Therefore
(2) lim
n→∞
⌊α · cn⌋ · on
m˜n
= α.
We are going to show next that
lim
n→∞
∑n
k=2 ⌊α · ck−1⌋ · ok−1 log |Sk|
⌊α · cn−1⌋ · on−1 log |Sn|
= 1.
For the sake of brevity, set
ak = (αm˜k−1 log |Sk|)k≥2 and bk = (⌊αck−1⌋ ok−1 log |Sk|)k≥2 ,
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then it is clear that bk ≤ ak, for every k ≥ 2. By (2), the sequence (bn/an)n≥2
tends to 1 as n tends to infinity.
In the next series of claims we will show that (
∑n
k=2 ak)n≥2 “behaves asymptot-
ically” like (an)n≥2. Recall that we are assuming that there are M0 ∈ N and A > 0
such that, for all k ≥M0, log |Sk| ≤ A log |Sk+1|.
Claim 1. For every real constant C > 0 there exists M(C) ∈ N such that
(3) Cak−1 ≤ ak for every k ≥M(C).
Proof. By Lemma 2, there exists a natural number L = L(CA) such that CAm˜k−2 ≤
m˜k−1 for every k ≥ L. Thus,
Cak−1 ≤ CAαm˜k−2 log |Sk| ≤ ak,
for every k ≥M(C) = max{L,M0 + 1}. 
Claim 2. For all n ≥M(2),
(4)
n∑
k=M(2)
ak ≤ 2an.
Proof. This will be proved by induction on n. It is clear that aM(2) ≤ 2aM(2).
Suppose by inductive hypothesis that
∑n−1
k=M(2) ak ≤ 2an−1, then (3) yields
n∑
k=M(2)
ak ≤ 2an−1 + an ≤ 2an,
for n ≥M(2). 
Claim 3. For all n ≥ M̂ = max{M(2) + 1,M(M(2))},
(5)
n∑
k=2
ak ≤ 3an.
Proof. By (3),M(2)aM(2) ≤M(2)an−1 ≤ an for all n ≥ M̂ . Using (4), we conclude
that
n∑
k=2
ak ≤M(2)aM(2) + 2an ≤ 3an,
for every n ≥ M̂ . 
Finally, we use inequality (5) to see that
(6) 0 ≤
1
an
·
n−1∑
k=2
ak ≤
3an−1
an
for every n large enough. Since the sequence (log |Sn−1|/ log |Sn|)n∈N is positive
and bounded above by the constant A, it follows from Lemma 2 and Lemma 3 that
(7) lim
n→∞
an−1
an
= lim
n→∞
m˜n−2
m˜n−1
·
log |Sn−1|
log |Sn|
= 0
and from (6) we deduce that,
(8) lim
n→∞
n∑
k=2
ak
an
= lim
n→∞
n∑
k=2
m˜k−1 log |Sk|
m˜n−1 log |Sn|
= 1.
We will use equation (8) at the end of the proof.
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We now look at the asymptotics of the sequence (bk)k≥2. Again using (6) and
the fact that bk ≤ ak for all k ≥ 2, we have
0 ≤
(
n−1∑
k=2
bk
bn
)
·
bn
an
≤
n−1∑
k=2
ak
an
≤
3an−1
an
and, since (bn/an)n≥2 tends to 1 for n that tends to infinity, it follows that
(9) lim
n→∞
n∑
k=2
bk
bn
= 1.
Let us now summarize everything in the proof of (1). As previously observed,
we can write the Hausdorff dimension of Hαn as:
(10) dimH(H
α) = lim inf
n→∞
log |Hαn |
log |G : Nn|
= lim inf
n→∞
n∑
k=2
bk
n∑
k=1
m˜k−1 log |Sk|
.
Define a1 = αm˜0 log |S1| and observe that limn→∞ a1/an = 0. Collecting the
highest terms in the top and in the bottom of the fraction in (10), we get
dimH(H
α) = lim inf
n→∞
n∑
k=2
bk
bn
n∑
k=1
ak
an
·
⌊α · cn−1⌋ · on−1
m˜n−1
.
By (9) and (8), the limit of the first factor of the above product is 1 and, by (2), the
limit of second factor is α. Therefore dimH(H
α) = α, as claimed. This concludes
the proof. 
Remark. We would like to point out that in the proof of Theorem A all the limits
considered are actual limits and not inferior limits.
Acknowledgements
We thank the anonymous referee for their comments on the exposition of this
work. The second author acknowledges the support of Royal Holloway College for
the Ph.D. grant under which part of this work was carried out.
References
[Ab] A. G. Abercrombie. Subgroups and subrings of profinite rings.Math. Proc. Cambridge Philos.
Soc., 116(2):209–222, 1994.
[AV] M. Abe´rt and B. Vira´g. Dimension and randomness in groups acting on rooted trees. J.
Amer. Math. Soc., 18(1):157–192, 2005.
[BS] Y. Barnea and A. Shalev. Hausdorff dimension, pro-p groups, and Kac-Moody algebras.
Trans. Amer. Math. Soc., 349(12):5073–5091, 1997.
[Gr] R. I. Grigorchuk. Just infinite branch groups. In New horizons in pro-p groups, volume 184
of Progr. Math., pages 121–179. Birkha¨user Boston, Boston, MA, 2000.
[Kl] B. Klopsch. Substitution Groups, Subgroup Growth and Other Topics. D.Phil. Thesis, Uni-
versity of Oxford, 1999.
[KTZ] B. Klopsch, A. Thillaisundaram and A. Zugadi-Reizabal. Hausdorff dimensions in p-adic
analytic groups. arXiv:1702.06789.
[KV] B. Klopsch and M. Vannacci. Embedding properties of hereditarily just infinite profinite
wreath products. J. Algebra, 476:297–310, 2017
[Lu] A. Lucchini. A 2-generated just-infinite profinite group which is not positively generated.
Israel J. Math., 141:119–123, 2004.
[Re] Colin D. Reid. Inverse system characterizations of the (hereditarily) just infinite property in
profinite groups. Bull. Lond. Math. Soc., 44(3):413–425, 2012.
[Si] O. Siegenthaler. Hausdorff dimension of some groups acting on the binary tree. J. Group
Theory, 11:555–567, 2008.
8 YIFTACH BARNEA AND MATTEO VANNACCI
[Sh] A. Shalev. Lie methods in the theory of pro-p groups. In New horizons in pro-p groups,
volume 184 of Progr. Math., pages 1–54. Birkha¨user Boston, Boston, MA, 2000.
[Su] Z. Sˇunic´. Hausdorff dimension in a family of self-similar groups. Geom. Dedicata, 124:213–
236, 2007.
[Va15] M. Vannacci. Finite generation of iterated wreath products in product action. Arch. Math.,
105(3):205–214, 2015.
[Va16] M. Vannacci. On hereditarily just infinite profinite groups obtained via iterated wreath
products. J. Group Theory, 19(2):233?238, 2016.
[Wi] J. S. Wilson. Large hereditarily just infinite groups. J. Algebra, 324(2):248–255, 2010.
Department of Mathematics, Royal Holloway, University of London, Egham, Surrey
TW20 0EX, UK
E-mail address: y.barnea@rhul.ac.uk
Mathematisches Institut der Heinrich-Heine-Universita¨t, Universita¨tsstr. 1, 40225
Du¨sseldorf, Germany
E-mail address: matteo.vannacci@uni-duesseldorf.de
